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ARE NEW CALLERS NEEDED?

A year ago, a group of callers began to meet in Tulsa, OK, once a month. Itisn’t
always the same group because callers have lessons or dances that sometimes
take them in another direction. The group of experienced callers are a great
resource for new callers. New callers never know what gem of knowledge they
will find. Recently some of them were asked about the need for new callers and
both Oklahoma caller, Shane Greer, and Missouri caller, Jay Wright, agree that
new square dance callers are needed. Shane said new callers are needed due to
natural attrition just like new dancers are needed. Jay points out that many of
our callers have been calling a long time and will one day want to retire.

According to Shane, new callers come from new dancers. There has been a
struggle for many years to get new dancers so the caller pool has declined. He
believes the best way to get new callers is to regularly find new dancers and then
support the ones that appear interested in learning to call. Shane invites them to
call at his dances and works with them to help them learn. He tries to pass along
how he calls. Shane is a teacher and loves teaching new dancers, experienced
dancers, and new callers. Over the years he has invited new callers to his home
for caller workshops. As new callers become proficient at their calling, he has
invited them to do lessons for him, fill in for his dances when he has to be gone,
and invited them to call with him at special dances.

Jay pays attention to his dancers and then encourages any that show an interest
in learning to call. In the past year he has worked with three different guys who
are showing three different levels of interest. He has loaned equipment to all
three, suggested music for them to practice, and set up sessions with himself and
other callers to help them along the way.

When asked what dancers can do to increase the number of callers, both Shane
and Jay agree, be kind to new callers and remember when you were a new
dancer. Square up for them every time they step to the mic no matter where
they are in their learning level. New callers are nervous, trying their best, and
they need kindness, understanding, and support just like new dancers.

The main thing this writer wants you to understand is that you can make a
difference. Encourage someone that you think would make a good caller. Dance
to new callers so they can gain experience. Encourage them to keep trying.
Make a difference.



New Caller Spotlight
Jeff Riddle

| know you are a newer square dancer. What made you decide to try square
dancing?

| stepped down from being fire chief in June 2023 and Jennie was in a job she
didn't like when she heard the ad on the radio she asked if | would go to the
lessons. | had no idea it would be 18 weeks but | was trying to make her
happy. | wasn't really interested, was sure | wouldn't be any good at it (based
on previous attempts at other dancing), and certainly didn't expect to have
fun. About 3 weeks into lessons, | told Jennie "We are doing this".

How long had you been dancing when you became interested in trying to learn to
call?

It was during the first set of lessons that | was singing along with a song during
a break that someone said "you'd make a good caller". | was having fun but
began to look at the age of the callers and the number of dances they each
called and figured that if this was going to continue then they needed more
callers.

What do you find is the best thing about calling?

Making sure people will be able to dance, | enjoy it and we can't dance without
a caller.

What do you find is the hardest thing about calling?

| have always been musical and like to change lyrics to match what | am
doing. Changing a song that | already know to a different beat structure and
making it mean something to the dancers instead of just whimsical. |am
currently working on my SD vocabulary, | know what things mean but the calls
do not roll off the tongue yet.



What is the biggest roadblock you have found to becoming a caller? Are
there other roadblocks?

Work and the non-square dance parts of my life.
What can callers do to help you learn and become a caller?

Our callers have been very supportive and offered mic time and
coaching, but my schedule makes this harder.

What can dancers do?
Keep dancing, smile, be patient (ours are great!).

Is there something you can do to help other new callers?
Not sure at my current level but dance to them.

Do you see a need for new callers?

Definitely need more callers. We have callers driving 100 miles each
way for dances and while | love to dance to them that doesn't seem
optimal.

Is there anything else you would like to share that | have not asked?

We have met lots of wonderful people in our short time square dancing,
truly great people.

The university dining hall was open during meal breaks at the 2025 festival.
Many dancers dined there and liked it. You may want to try it and save a
trip off campus during the 2026 festival. It will give you more time to
dance to the new callers who will be calling during meal breaks. Watch for
more information about which hall for the new callers. New callers really

will appreciate the opportunity to call for you and hear your words of
encouragement. They are the future of square dancing.

Why not get a square together and show them that HASSDA loves to dance
and supports new callers???













HAVE YOU REGISTERED
FOR
HASSDA FESTIVAL 20267

HASSDA Festival 2026 host hotel will be LaQuinta Inn & Suites. The link
below will reserve the room for three nights, July 9-11 at the rate of
$109 plus tax. You can adjust the check in or check out day if you don’t
want the three days. If you have problems making the reservation you
may call them at 620.412.2763. The group code is HASSDA. Don’t wait
until the last minute to reserve as there are other events happening in
Emporia that weekend.

La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham
2930 Eaglecrest Drive
Emporia, KS 66801

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkinDate=07/09/2026&checkOu
tDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA

Remember to bring a water bottle
to the festival. There are water
fountains located in the facility.



https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOutDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA
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LODGING

HotelMotel Address Phone
America's Bast Inn & Sutes 181 W US Hwy 50 520-242.7820
Best Wasiem 2836 W 18th Ave 620-242.59700

Bucet Host inn 1830 US Hwy 50 e203436922 |

Comiort Inn & Sultes 2921'W 18th Ave 620-341.68393
Daligent Trailers Camping 1521 Rd 175 B20.242.6456
Econalodga 2511 'W 18th Ave B20.-243.7750
Eleven Boutigue Hotel 3021 W US Hwy 50 T85.709.2415
Emporia Inn 2630 W 18th Ave £20.243.1280
Emgeria RV Park & Campground &501 W US Hwy 50 620.243.2422
Faifield by Mariott 3010 Eaglecrest Drve 620.891.7500
Gufler Bed & Breakfast 612 W 12th Ave 970-682.0207
Hamptcn lnn by Hiban 2900 Eaglecrest Drive 520.412.8020
Holiday Inn Express 3007 W 181h Ave E20-2431111
Krights Inn J103'W US Hwy 50 620-242.7822
La Quinta Inn & Sukes 2930 Eaglecrest Dnve B20.242.44485
Lyon County Fargrouncs Camping 2700'W US W Hwy 80 620.243.5327
Mainstay Sumes 2502 Candlewood Drave E20-343.7756
Super 8 2913'W US Hwy 50 620-242.7567
Travel inn & Suiles 3032'W US Hwy 50 £20. 20886623




Plans are underway for the 2027 & 2028 HASSDA Festivals
at the Riverfront Community Center in Leavenworth, KS.

https://www.leavenworthks.gov/parksrec/page/riverfro
nt-community-center

HASSDA Festivals will be
July 29-31, 2027 and July 27-29, 2028.

[ )

Soon we will be looking for a facility for the 2029 & 2030 Festivals. Does
anyone know of a great, reasonably priced facility suitable for the HASSDA
Festival? Are there any clubs that would like to host the festival in their area?
Contact a board member for more information.

- J
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Why do dancers keep coming
to the HASSDA Festival year
after year once they have tried
one festival?

We wanted to find out so we
asked. Meet Missouri square
dancer, Sharon Glen.

Sharon took square dancing
lessons in 1972. She was single
and wanted something to do
besides bowling. She now dances
up to Advance level.

Sharon thinks she heard about HASSDA at a SSDAUSA (Single Square Dancers
USA) dance that she attended.

She is not sure when she attended her first HASSDA Festival, but she knows
that she was coming to the HASSDA Festival by 2000 by looking at her
collection of HASSDA ribbons. She was also at HASSDA in 2001 when Monty
Hackler signed her Century Club book. Her first signature in the book was
Ken Burke in 1999 and she had filled 2 % books before she stopped collecting
callers’ signatures in 2014.

She likes to go to HASSDA because she likes to see the people that she only
sees once a year at the festival and also, it is usually the only time she gets to
dance Hex.

You can see in the picture that she has also helped promote the HASSDA
Festival.

Sharon registered at the 2025 HASSDA Festival for the 2026 Festival and was
drawn from those early entries to receive her 2026 Festival registration free
of charge so she will see you in a square at this year’s festival.

If you would like to share why you like the HASSDA Festival please send an
email to HASSDA-newsletter@WeSquareDance.com.
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Who is out promoting HASSDA?
Send us a picture to share.

Maye Wegner, President; Judy
Tucker, Oklahoma Coordinator; and
Vivian Frost represent HASSDA at
the Oklahoma Central District’s
Circulate to Claremore dance.

Janet Morey, Vice-president and
Vivian Harden represent HASSDA at
the lowa State Festival.

Judy Tucker and Vivian Frost
represent HASSDA at the
Northeast Oklahoma Square
Dance Association (NEOSDA)
Festival.

Maye Wegner, Janet Morey, Carol
Hershey, and Kelly Bockover
represent HASSSA at the Heart of
America Federation dance in
Kansas City.



HASSDA Website

www.HASSDA . WeSquareDance.com

HASSDA Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1
00064754643812

HASSDA
Board Members

President: Treasurer:

Maye Wegner Kelly Bockover

685 Newman Road 2810 North Walrond Avenue
Havensville, KS 66432 Kansas City, MO 64117-2525
785-806-8314 816-678-2139
HASSDA-President@ HASSDA-Treasurer@
WeSquareDance.com WeSquareDance.com
Vice-President: Historian:

Janet Morey Carol Hershey

2777 State Route P 6620 NW Bougher Lane
King City, MO 64463-9237 Kansas City, MO 64151-2312
660-483-0569 816-741-7019
HASSDA-VicePresident@ HASSDA-Historian@
WeSquareDance.com WeSquareDance.com
Secretary:

Newsletter Editor:
Vivian Frost

1315 W 8t Street
Coffeyville, KS 67337
HASSDA-Newsletter@
WeSquareDance.com

Brenda Mears

402 Exchange Street
Emporia, KS 66801-3818
620-344-2517
HASSDA-Secretary@
WeSquareDance.com
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HASSDA
State Coordinators

Arkansas

Stan Plummer

255 Forest Drive

Saint Joe, AR 72675-1231
660-621-3153
SPriverrat@gmail.com

Kansas

Maye Wegner

685 Newman Road
Havenville, KS 66432-9567
785-806-8314
MayeWegner@yahoo.com

Nebraska

Dennis Robertson
23215 Havelock Avenue
Eagle, NE 68347
402-781-2208
dnnr66@cox.net

lowa

Susan Lee

8016 Greenbelt Drive
Urbansale, IA 50322-1636
515-868-9429
RflxSue@aol.com

Missouri

Kelly Bockover

2810 North Walrond Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64117-2525
816-678-2139
KJBockoverl@yahoo.com

Carol Hershey

6620 NW Bougher Lane
Kansas City, MO 64151-2312
816-741-7019
bccHershey@yahoo.com

Oklahoma

Judy Tucker

19495 East 470 Road
Claremore, OK 74019-4188
918-694-8546
GymCityEola@msn.com

Associate States

Marilyn Berg

1682 South Evanston Street
Aurora, CO 80012-5776
303-337-7225
BergsDance@gmail.com



mailto:SPriverrat@gmail.com
mailto:MayeWegner@yahoo.com
mailto:dnnr66@cox.net
mailto:RflxSue@aol.com
mailto:KJBockover1@yahoo.com
mailto:bccHershey@yahoo.com
mailto:GymCityEola@msn.com
mailto:BergsDance@gmail.com

Who’s going to Waco, TX, in June 20267












Send flyers from our six-state region or
surrounding states that you wish to share to
HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com






STATE PAGES

www.ArkansasSquareDance.com www.lowaSquareDance.net

www.KansasSquareDance.com www.SquareDanceMissouri.com

www.SquareDanceNE.org www.oksdf.org



Your HASSDA Newsletter Editor wants your help updating the list of
Single Square Dance Clubs and Single-friendly Clubs Some clubs may
have closed and there may be new clubs in the six HASSDA states and
surrounding states. According to some, clubs used to be single or
couples and the two didn’t seem to mix with one another. In the Tulsa
area it seems like all clubs welcome single dancers even though they are
not designated as such. Please let us know if this is the case in your area.
Send your club's name, when you dance, where you dance, level of your
dance, caller name, and a contact person and phone number so a visitor
to your town can call and make sure you are dancing before they drive
there. Also, if you have flyers for special dances that are at least a couple
of months out that would be great. Please send your email to
HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com. Look for your next
HASSDA Newsletter in June.
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