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Well, the 2021 HASSDA Festival is in the books 
and what a great one it was.  I have many 
THANK-YOUS to give out from this past year.  
So here they go!!! 
 
First, I would like to thank all of our HASSDA 
members & dancers that supported the 2021 
Festival, as we could not have done this without 
all of you. I know our numbers at the Festival 
were a little smaller (due to the Covid Pandemic) 
compared to our past Festivals, but the fun and 
the entertainment (provided by the outstanding 
callers & cuer Scott Bennett, Ken Burke, 
Charlie Robertson and Carolyn Ahart) was no 
less by any means.    
 
A special thank you to the St. Joe Squares and 
the Maysville Wranglers for hosting the Festival.  
It was your clubs’ hard work that made this 
another successful year. Also, a big thanks to the 
St. Joseph Civic Arena and the St. Joseph 
Chamber of Commerce for working with us on 
the Festival.  We look forward to working with you 
all again for the 2022 Festival.  Remember, it will 
be in the same place and same weekend next 
year. 
 
Next, I would like to thank all of our members that 
attended the General Membership Meeting at the 

Festival.  Our board always looks forward to 
hearing your concerns and suggestions, and we 
try our best to work towards meeting and/or 
addressing them all. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank some former and 
new board members.  A big thank you to Kathy 
Mears, who worked as our 2019/2020 Treasurer 
and 2020/2021 Vice-President.  It was a pleasure 
working with you and we are going to miss you 
greatly on the board. 
 
I would also like to thank and welcome our two 
new board members: Susan Lee, our new Vice-
President and Karen Hoops, our new Newsletter 
Editor.  We are truly blessed in the HASSDA 
Association to have members like you two that 
are willing to step up and serve as board 
members, as that is not the case in many 
organizations. I look forward to working with both 
of you in the upcoming year, and hopefully 
beyond. 
 
Well, I guess that is all for now. Please be sure to 
check out our flyer attached for the 2022 
HASSDA Festival.  We would love to see you all 
there!!!!! 
 
Hope to see you in a square soon, 
—Kelly Bockover 
 

  tSquare Dancing is a wonderful way to find new and old friends and spread your circle.  HASSDA had a fun 

filled Festival in July.  The numbers were not what they were in 2019, but they were impressive for the times.  

Those dancers attending had an entertaining weekend and probably a few sore muscles they didn’t know 

they had.   

Pictures are up on the HASSDA website for the July Festival as well as other information you may be inter-

ested in viewing: www.wesquaredance.com/hassda/.  This web page is a great resource for infor-

mation 

Another location on the web is the HASSDA (Heart of America Singles Square Dance Associa-

tion) Facebook page: www.facebook.com/Heartland-America-Singles-Square-Dance-

Association1533822785369979  This is a fluid page and information concerning dancing is posted daily.   

HASSDA would love to have pictures or information about your clubs to post on this page.  You can send 

this information to the Heart of America Singles Square Dance Association on Facebook or you can email it 

directly to me at  HASSDA-Historian@WeSquareDance.com 

—Carol Hershey 

From the President—Kelly Bockover 

Other Board Notes:  Carol Hershey—Historian 



 

As a new member of the HASSDA Board, (serving in the role of Editor) I’d like to take this opportunity to 

introduce myself.  Although I currently love Square Dance, that hasn’t always been the case. 

In college, (I was studying to become a Physical Education Teacher) it was required to be proficient in 

some form of dance.  I chose Square Dance as the lesser of the 

evils.  Since the class was all women half of us had to learn the 

“man’s” role.  At the time, that did not add to my enjoyment.   

But in my first position as a Physical Educator I had the opportunity 

to introduce about 325 Sophomores per year to the genre.  Now 

that was fun!  The smiles, laughter and signs of enjoyment were 

prominent on well, most of their faces.  I was hooked and I surely 

believe that learning the “man’s” position made me a better teacher 

and dancer. 

A few years later and with children, however, came more responsi-

bilities and I could no longer keep up.   

Thirty-some years later life changed, and I got involved again.  I 

have been dancing for 5 years now.  I attend most local dances and 

sometimes travel 2-3 hours or more to attend a club dance.  I have 

attended 3 National Conventions, 3 HASSDA festivals, numerous 

other special dances and always enjoy the experience. 

I wanted to serve on the HASSDA Board for several reasons.  I truly 

believe that if one belongs to an organization that gives great joy, there is a responsibility to become in-

volved in a leadership role.  Also, I would like to see the membership (particularly of Nebraskans) grow 

and in general, do what I can to spread the joy of Square Dancing.  

—Karen Hoops 

Meet Karen Hoops—new HASSDA Newsletter Editor 

I took square dance lessons in 2007 when someone 

announced in church that square dance lessons 

would be beginning in a few weeks and no partner 

was needed. As a single person (widow) this got my 

interest.   

The following year I took Plus lessons.  I joined a 

singles club and soon learned the women out num-

bered the men.  I then learned what is typically re-

ferred to as the "man's" part in Mainstream and 

shortly after in Plus. My first experience with any-

thing other than local clubs and state conventions 

was when Single Square Dancers USA was in Dav-

enport for Dance-A-Rama (held on Labor Day 

weekend each year).   

The following year Jo Saffel and I decided to travel 

to the Dance-A-Rama in Alexandria, Virginia.  At 

that weekend I was "talked into" becoming the 

groups treasurer after their board heard (not from 

me) I had a degree in accounting.  I have been 

serving as treasurer of Single Square Dancers USA 

and attended every Dance-A-Rama ever since.   

I also served as treasurer for six Dance-A-Ramas 

and registrar for three including this year where I 

have the triple roll of Chairperson, registrar and 

treasurer.  I don't remember how many HASSDA 

Festivals I have attended but my first was in 2012 in 

Midwest City, Oklahoma when my local club was 

the host for that year’s Dance-A-Rama.  In addition 

to attending Single Square Dancers USA’s Dance-A

-Ramas and HASSDA festivals I have attended 5 

National Conventions, in all I have danced in 14 

states and Washington D.C 

—Susan Lee 

 

Introducing the new Vice President—Susan Lee 



Arkansas State Square Dance Fall Festival 
(with Tim Tyl) 
October 8-9, 2021 
Four States Fairgrounds 
Texarkana AR 
 
Missouri State Festival of Square & Round Dance 
(with K.O Jeanes, Paul & Linda Robinson) 
October 8-10, 2021 
Kenneth E. Cowan Civic Center 
Lebanon MO 
 
Iowa State Square and Round Dance Convention 
April 8-9, 2022  
Isle of Capri Convention Center 
Bettendorf IA 
 
Memorial Weekend Square Dance 
(with Mike Hogan, Ted Lizotte, Ron & Norma Stairs) 
May 28-29, 2022 
Omaha Firefighters Hall 
Omaha NE 
 
Kansas State Square Dance Convention 
(with Mike Bramlett, John & Karen Herr) 
June 3-4, 2022 
Tony's Pizza Event Center 
Salina KS 
 
71st National Square Convention 
Old National Events Plaza 
June 22-25, 2022 
Evansville IN 

 
Summer Weekend Get-A-Way 
(with Lanny Weeklend and Mike Hogan) 
July 15-16, 2022 
Johnson NE 
 
HASSDA Trail-End Dance 
(with Chris Wildhagen and Connie Graham) 
July 28, 2022 
St. Peter Lutheran Church 
St. Joseph MO 
 
 

HASSDA FESTIVAL 
(with K. O. Jeanes, Dan Sahlstrom, Jeff 
Holley, Carolyn & Tony Ahart)  
July 29-30, 2022 
St. Joseph Civic Arena 
St. Joseph MO 
 
 
Crady’s Country Caper 
(with Larry Crady, Jay Krebs, Lanny Weaklend, Vernon 
Nelson) 
August 19 – 21, 2022 
Community Building – Drake Harbor 
Warsaw MO 
  
***NOTE***  Due to the Covid-19 virus, it is recommended 
to verify if the above events are still happening prior to 
attending. 

Out and About 

(Upcoming Special Dances) 

As sponsors of the 2021 HASSDA Festival, St. Joe 

Squares and Maysville Wranglers wish to thank all 

of you that made it a success. 

First and most importantly thank you to each dancer 

that attended.  The numbers were down, but the 

enthusiasm was up.   

Secondly, thank you to the team that worked to put 

it all together, members of the sponsoring clubs, 

and the HASSDA Board.  As the sponsors we had 

questions; the HASSDA Board had all the answers. 

The calling and cueing staff of Connie Graham, Dan 

Pearson, and I (Chris Wildhagen) kicked off the 

Festival on Thursday night with 10 squares at the 

Trails End Dance.  Beginning Friday morning we 

enjoyed Charlie Robertson doing a HEX workshop, 

then in the afternoon Ken Burke, Scott Bennett, 

Carolyn and Tony Ahart joined in with the welcome 

dance and continued throughout the weekend with 

three levels of dancing (mainstream, plus, ad-

vanced) to keep the floor rocking! 

Thanks to the St. Joseph Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureau. They helped coordinate the venue, as well 

as providing info packets complete with cherry 

mashes! 

It was refreshing to hear all the nice compliments 

about the host hotel and things to see and do in St. 

Joseph, my home town.  HASSDA will be in St. Jo-

seph again for the 2022 Festival, July 28 – 30, 2022 

with a new calling staff of K.O. Jeanes, Jeff Holley, 

and Dan Sahlstrom, along with Carolyn and Tony 

Ahart cueing the rounds.  Encourage your square 

dancing friends to join in the FUN and attend the 

HASSDA Festival in 2022. 

A Note from our Sponsors:  St Joe Squares  

and Maysville Wranglers 



 





 
 

ARKANSAS  

www.theassdf.org  

We currently have no singles clubs listed in Arkansas. Know of a singles club in that area? Let us know- we would love to 

include them!  

IOWA  

www.iowasquaredance.net 

Ankeny Squares: Facility: St Paul Lutheran Church, 1100 SE Sharon, Ankeny, Iowa. 

2nd & 4th Sunday's. 2:30 – 5:00 pm. Dancing Mainstream and Plus Star Tips also Includes Round Dancing. 

www.AnkenySquares.com  

 Solo Steppers: Every Thursday at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Davenport, IA 7:30-10:00 pm. Website: 

www.IowaSquareDance.net/solo-steppers Callers: Don and Doug Sprosty and Guest Callers. Cuer: Charlie Swanson.  

Triple G Square Dance Club: 2nd/4th Fridays – Mainstream/Plus Dance at Gilbert Elementary School, Gilbert, IA Website: 

www.IowaSquareDance.net/triple-g-square-dance-club Caller: Guest; Cuer: Guest (515) 450-1677 or (515) 708-3838  

KANSAS  

www.kansassquaredance.com  

Lone Wranglers: 1st/3rd Tuesdays – Mainstream Dance, Riley County Senior Center, 301 North 4th Street, Manhattan, 

KS. 7:00 – 9:30 pm Caller: Guest Callers. Website: www.Lone.WeSquareDance.com  

Heartland Squares/Swingin’ Singles: 1st/3rd/5th Tuesdays – Mainstream and Plus Dance, Old Shawnee Town Hall, 11600 

Johnson Dr, Shawnee KS. Casual attire. Pre-Rounds 7:00–7:30 

Lines/Rounds between tips. 7:30–9:45pm.Caller Jay Krebs Cuer: Stash Tosio Website: www.Singles.WeSquareDance.com  

Shawnee Swingers: One Friday a month – Mainstream/Plus Dance, Croco Hall, 6115 SE Hwy 40, Tecumseh KS (just east of 

Topeka). Caller: Mike Salerno Cuer Lalla Steenbock. 7:30–10:00 pm. Website: www.Shawnee.WeSquareDance.com or call 

Carolyn Thomason at (785) 232-6494.  

Circle 8 Square Dance Club: 2nd/4th Sundays – Pre-Rounds 6:30 pm, Mainstream/Plus 7:00-9:30 pm. Tri-Center Senior 

Ctr., 6100 N Hydraulic Ave., Park City, KS, Caller: Guest Caller; Cuer: Guest Cuer. Bill or Tammy Gough, 316-371-3991                 

email Btsgough@cox.net Website: www.Circle8SquareDance.com  

Good Time Squares: 2nd/4th Fridays Dances - 7:30-9:30 pm Mainstream 9:30-10:00 pm Plus, Caller: Guest Callers; Cuer: 

Joe Dawley. Every Tuesday-Mainstream Workshop 7:00 pm with David Myers and Barbara Whitehead, Dawson United 

Methodist Church, 2741 S. Laura, Wichita, KS Contact: Marcie Myers (316) 990 -4549  

Wichita Solo’s Square Dance Club: 1st, 3rd & 5th Friday Mainstream Dance with plus tips,7:00 pm Dawson United Meth-

odist Church, 2741 S. Laura, Wichita, KS 

Contact: Curtis Northrop (316) 737-2618 email crnorthrop@yahoo.com  

Single Square Dance Clubs in the HASSDA Area 



 

 

MISSOURI  

www.squaredancemissouri.com  

Gateway Squares: 2nd Tuesdays – IAGSDC Dance (Plus and A-2) at St Louis Activity Center, 5602 Arsenal St, St Louis MO. Casual 
attire. No rounds. 7:15 – 9:00 pm. Singles, same-sex couples and opposite-sex couples all welcome. Callers: Aaron Wells & 
Guest Callers.  

St. Joe Squares: 1st/3rd Fridays-Mainstream/Plus Continuous Dancing, St. Peter Lutheran Church, 3524 St. Joseph Avenue, St. 
Joseph, MO. Casual attire. Caller: Chris Wildhagen 7:30 – 10:00 pm Contact: Chris Wildhagen 785-806-8314 
Website: www.StJoe.WeSquareDance.com  

Singles and Doubles: 2nd or 3rd Saturdays & 4th Fridays – MS & Plus-Level Dance. Webster Groves Christian Church, 1320 Lock-
wood Ave, Webster Groves MO. 7:30 – 10:00 pm. Caller: Guest Callers; Cuers: Guests. 
Website: www.Singles.SquareDanceMissouri.com or call Pat Corman at (314) 974 0978  

NEBRASKA  

www.SquareDanceNE.org  

Single Wheelers Squares: 1st/3rd/5th Tuesdays, Mainstream Dance. 7:30 - 9:30 pm. Lifepoint Church, 715 Madison Ave.,     
Norfolk, NE. Website: :http//www.SquareDanceNE.org/clubs/swheelers or call Gerry and Janet Mansfield (402) 565 4247 or 
Rick Christenson (402) 371-9276  

Heartland Singles Square Dance Club: Alternating Tuesdays – Mainstream Dance. Rockbrook Methodist Church, 9855 West 
Center Rd, Omaha NE. 7:30 - 10:00 pm.    Website: www.SquareDanceNE.org/clubs/heartland or call Diane Krebs at              
(402) 734-4761.  

Belles N Beaus: Alternating Fridays (Sept thru May) – Mainstream Dance. Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 4117 Terrace Dr.,     
Omaha, NE. 8:00-10:30 pm. Website: www.SquareDanceNE.org/clubs/belles. Call Jim & Cathy Bellinger (402) 393-4194 or             
(402) 639-9228.  

Amazing 8’s: Alternating Saturdays – Mainstream Dance. Rockbrook Methodist Church, 9855 West Center Rd, Omaha NE. 8:00 
- 10:30 pm. Call Bob Welshinger at 402-339-5405. Website: www.SquareDanceNE.org/clubs/amazing  

OKLAHOMA  

www.oklahoma-square-dance-federation.org  

Metro Singles of OKC: 2nd/4th Fridays – Mainstream/Plus Dance. Westside Lions 
Hall, 4135 NW 10th St, Oklahoma City, OK. Pre-Rounds 7:00 pm. Squares starts 7:30 pm. 3rd and 6th tips are Plus and           
Advanced will be called after regular dancing ends. Caller: Danny Payne. Cuer: Sonja Savell Jones.  

Singles Squares: 2nd /4th Mondays, Mainstream/Plus Dance, 7:00 pm Workshop, 7:30 Dance. Memorial Drive United        
Methodist Church. 7903 E. 15th St. Tulsa, OK. Caller: Lee Main, Line Dancing between tips. Website: www.nesquaredance.com       
(918) 343-4455  

Recycles: 1st and 3rd Thursday-Mainstream/Plus Dance, 7:30 pm George Horn Hall 8310 E. 15th St. Tulsa, OK. Caller: Monty 
Hackler Website: www.nesquaredance.com (918) 272-3113  

  

HASSDA Board : (from left) Maye 

Wegner —Treasurer: Carol Hershey—

Historian; Kelly Brockover—President; 

Susan Lee—Vice President; Karen 

Hoops—Newsletter Editor.  Not pic-

tured , Marla Doxey—Secretary 


