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HASSDA Festival 2025 in Emporia, KS, was enjoyed  by over 250 dancers.  
There were lots of smiles, and a few laughs between friends, at 
workshops and during the dancing.  Be sure to visit the HASSDA website 
www.HASSDA.WeSquareDance.com to see more pictures from 
HASSDA Festival 2025,

Winners of free Registrations for HASSDA 2026 were:
Charles Hall, danced with most partners 8/8/25
Noah Short, danced with most partners 8/9/25
Sharon Glenn, winner of drawing from first 20 registrations
Karen Losell, winner of drawing from second 20 registrations

Spread the word.  It is time to make plans for HASSDA Festival 2026.

The HASSDA Board is also asking for your help in locating the perfect 
place for HASSDA Festivals 2027 and 2028.  If you know of the right 
place, please contact one of the board members.  Your help is 
appreciated.

HASSDA 2025

http://www.hassda.wesquaredance.com/


La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham
2930 Eaglecrest Drive
Emporia, KS  66801

HASSDA Festival 2026 host hotel will be LaQuinta Inn & Suites. The link 
below will reserve the room for three nights, July 9-11 at the rate of 
$109 plus tax.  You can adjust the check in or check out day if you don’t 
want the three days.  If you have problems making the reservation you 
may call them at 620.412.2763.  The group code is HASSDA.  Don’t wait 
until the last minute to reserve as there are other events happening in 
Emporia that weekend.

Share with other single dancers how nice it is to go to a dance where 
you know you will find other dancers without partners.  A lot of dancers 
are hesitant to go to weekend dances because not many solo dancers 
attend them due to fear of not finding a partner and getting to dance.  
HASSDA is the one dance they will want to attend.  Yes, married couples 
and those with partners are welcome, but the HASSDA Festival is a great 
opportunity to dance when you don’t have a regular partner.  Everyone 
make it a goal to bring another solo dancer and show them how great it 
is to attend HASSDA.

Gift tip – A HASSDA registration makes a great Christmas or Birthday 
gift, or perhaps, to your favorite Valentine.

Judy Tucker and Vivian Frost 
shared HASSDA Festival 
information at the Oklahoma 
State Dance November 8th in 
Ardmore, OK.

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOu
tDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA 

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOutDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOutDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA






Here is some good information about booking hotels from the general manager of the 
new Fairfield in Emporia, KS.

There are several Online Travel Agencies (OTAs) available by internet. These 
include: TripAdvisor, Expedia, Booking.com, Agoda, Hotels.com, Trip.com and over 70 
others.
•The main challenge with Online Travel Agencies (OTAs) are the difficulty in making 
changes due to lack of robust customer support. Travelers also risk hidden fees, potential 
overbooking, inability to cancel reservations, difficulty in refunds for cancellations and 
limited personalization.
•More difficult cancellations and changes. When booking through an OTA, the hotel will 
generally redirect you back to the OTA to handle any changes or cancellations. The hotel 
has no ability to cancel or change reservations due to the contract with the OTA.  The OTA's 
own policies may be more restrictive than booking directly.
•Poor customer service. Many OTA’s minimize their customer service costs, meaning it can 
be difficult and time-consuming to get live help when an issue arises. If a hotel reservation 
is canceled or a reservation is lost, you are stuck dealing with the OTA rather than the hotel 
directly.
•Hidden fees. The deals advertised by OTAs may appear cheaper at first glance, but some 
charge additional booking, change, or cancellation fees that may not be clearly displayed.
•Loss of loyalty points and elite benefits. When booking hotels through a third party, you 
are typically not eligible to earn loyalty points or receive elite perks like room upgrades, 
free breakfast, or late checkout.
•No guaranteed lowest price. While OTAs rely on their reputation for low prices, booking 
directly with a hotel is often the same price or even cheaper, especially when factoring in 
the loss of loyalty benefits and potential extra fees.
•Vulnerable to overbooking. OTAs have been known to overbook rooms, and since you are 
not a direct customer, your booking may be a lower priority than a direct one if an issue 
arises. The hotel may not have a room.
•Dependence. Over-relying on OTAs for bookings can make a traveler vulnerable to changes 
in the OTA's policies, algorithms, or commission rates.
•BETTER TO BOOK DIRECT. It is better to either call the hotel directly, or visit the hotels 
direct website such as Marriott.com, Hilton.com, IHG.com, ChoiceHotels.com.

Paul Oltmanns
General Manager

3010 EAGLECREST DRIVE
EMPORIA—KANSAS 66801
Direct Phone Number for Reservations and Information: (620) 591-7500

Managed By KMG Hotels     KMGhotels.com



My name is Brenda Mears from Emporia, Kansas. After my husband passed 
away in July, 2018, I was offered an opportunity to attend square dance 
lessons with the Bluestem Swingers club in Emporia. The only thing I knew 
about square dancing was from when my daughters and I attended mother-
daughter girl scout camp and we had the opportunity to learn a little bit 
about the dance. That was over 30 years ago, so I was hesitant at first. The 
friend that encouraged me to go with her, and I went to the first lesson. My 
mind was right at ease as I knew several of the people in the club already! 
Sadly, the following week I received a phone call that really shook me up…my 
friend had died suddenly the day after that first lesson. Now, I was really not 
sure I wanted to continue the lessons! But I went alone the next week and 
never looked back—I was hooked! The next round of lessons, I brought 4 of 
my granddaughters with me and they all graduated the following year, one 
even considered learning to call—then CoVid hit, that put a screeching halt 
to our dancing and sadly, only 1 of the 4 has continued dancing, but I am 
hopeful that the others will pick it back up down the road. 

I have loved meeting new people and jumping in and becoming involved in 
the activity.  I am currently the President of Bluestem Swingers, the Dancer 
Coordinator for the Kansas State Square dance festival, and now secretary of 
HASSDA for the next year. I continue to work full time in an office, help with 
our lessons, attend Round Dance lessons and try to dance once or twice a 
week. I try to encourage people on a regular basis to give square dancing a 
try and am more than willing to take a car load of dancers with me to dances, 
especially new dancers.  I have enjoyed going to the HASSDA festivals in 
Manhattan, St Joe, Springdale and just recently in my home town of Emporia, 
as our club had the opportunity to host this exciting event in 2025 and will 
again in 2026. I am looking forward to going to my first National festival in 
Waco next summer.

Our Newest HASSDA Board Member
Brenda Mears, Secretary



President:
Maye Wegner
685 Newman Road
Havensville, KS 66432
785-806-8314
HASSDA-President@
WeSquareDance.com

Treasurer:
Kelly Bockover
2810 North Walrond Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64117-2525
816-678-2139
HASSDA-Treasurer@
WeSquareDance.com

Vice-President:
Janet Morey
2777 State Route P
King City, MO  64463-9237
660-483-0569
HASSDA-VicePresident@
WeSquareDance.com

Secretary:
Brenda Mears
402 Exchange Street
Emporia, KS  66801-3818
620-344-2517
HASSDA-Secretary@
WeSquareDance.com

Historian:
Carol Hershey
6620 NW Bougher Lane
King City, MO  64151-2312
816-741-7019
HASSDA-Historian@
WeSquareDance.com

Newsletter Editor:
Vivian Frost
1315 W 8th Street
Coffeyville, KS  67337
HASSDA-Newsletter@
WeSquareDance.com

HASSDA

Board Members

HASSDA Website
www.HASSDA.WeSquareDance.com



Arkansas
Stan Plummer
255 Forest Drive
Saint Joe, AR  72675-1231
660-621-3153
SPriverrat@gmail.com

Kansas
Maye Wegner
685 Newman Road
Havenville, KS  66432-9567
785-806-8314
MayeWegner@yahoo.com

Nebraska
Open

Iowa
Susan Lee
8016 Greenbelt Drive
Urbansale, IA  50322-1636
515-868-9429
RflxSue@aol.com

HASSDA

State Coordinators

Missouri
Kelly Bockover
2810 North Walrond Avenue
Kansas City, MO  64117-2525
816-678-2139
KJBockover1@yahoo.com

Carol Hershey
6620 NW Bougher Lane
Kansas City, MO  64151-2312
816-741-7019
bccHershey@yahoo.com

Oklahoma
Judy Tucker
19495 East 470 Road
Claremore, OK  74019-4188
918-694-8546
GymCityEola@msn.com

Associate States
Marilyn Berg
1682 South Evanston Street
Aurora, CO  80012-5776
303-337-7225
BergsDance@gmail.com

mailto:SPriverrat@gmail.com
mailto:MayeWegner@yahoo.com
mailto:RflxSue@aol.com
mailto:KJBockover1@yahoo.com
mailto:bccHershey@yahoo.com
mailto:GymCityEola@msn.com
mailto:BergsDance@gmail.com


Who’s going to Waco, TX, in June 2026?  





Your HASSDA Newsletter Editor wants your help updating the list of 
Single Square Dance Clubs and Single-friendly. Clubs  Some clubs may 
have closed and there may be new clubs in the six state and surrounding 
states.  According to some, clubs used to be single or couples and the 
two didn’t seem to mix with one another.  In the Tulsa area it seems like 
all the clubs welcome single dancers even though they are not 
designated as such.  Please let us know if this is the case in your area.  
Send your club name, when you dance, where you dance, level of your 
dance, caller name, and a contact person and phone number so a visitor 
to your town can call and make sure you are dancing before they drive 
there.  Also, if you have flyers for special dances that are at least a couple 
of months out that would be great.  Please send  your email to 

HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com.  Look for your next 
HASSDA Newsletter the end of January or first of February.

mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
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