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Many in the square dance world say there is a need for new callers.  Dana 

Schirmer, who has been calling for close to 50 years, says that in the past 

40 years, Kansas has seen a steady reduction of 80% in the number of 

Kansas callers and in that same 40 years the number of clubs in Kansas has 

also decreased 80%. He has been calling and doing lessons for three 

mainstream clubs and calling for two plus/advance clubs, but knows there 

will come a time that he will age out and must give up calling.  He wants 

square dancing to continue long after he must stop.

Mr. Schirmer has always encouraged new callers and knows how hard it is 

for a new caller to start.  Over the last few years, he has conducted caller’s 

clinics to teach the basics of calling and the terminology and tried to act as 

a guide to those wishing to learn to call.  Last June he started an Intro to 

Calling Workshop for those interested in calling.  He had ten potential new 

callers show up who are between age 14 and in their 70s.  He continued to 

have a monthly workshop and various other experienced callers joined to 

share their knowledge.  He also encourages all new callers to attend a 

caller’s school and since he had so many interested in calling, he thought it 

was time to bring a caller’s school to Kansas to try to reduce the cost for 

new callers.  He approached Jerry Junck who had conducted caller’s 

schools in Topeka in the past to bring another school here.  Donors have 

made it possible to secure the location for the school to help reduce the 

cost for the new callers. 

HASSDA would like to thank Mr. Schirmer and others who encourage and 

invest their time in developing new callers.  Give these new callers a 

chance to call for you during the meal breaks at the 2026 HASSDA Festival.

Check out the flyer for Mr. Junck’s Kaw Valley Caller’s School if you, or 

someone you know, is interested in calling.

NEW CALLERS NEEDED







La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham
2930 Eaglecrest Drive
Emporia, KS  66801

HASSDA Festival 2026 host hotel will be LaQuinta Inn & Suites. The link 
below will reserve the room for three nights, July 9-11 at the rate of 
$109 plus tax.  You can adjust the check in or check out day if you don’t 
want the three days.  If you have problems making the reservation you 
may call them at 620.412.2763.  The group code is HASSDA.  Don’t wait 
until the last minute to reserve as there are other events happening in 
Emporia that weekend.

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOu
tDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA 

Remember to bring a water bottle 
to the festival.  There are water 
fountains located in the facility.

HAVE YOU REGISTERED 

FOR 

HASSDA FESTIVAL 2026?

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOutDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOutDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA






DO YOU LIVE IN NEBRASKA?
HASSDA needs a State Coordinator from Nebraska.  What 
does a State Coordinator do????  In addition to promoting 
HASSDA and the annual HASSDA festival, State Coordinators 
serve as the contact for their state for clubs that may be looking 
for assistance/promotion in solo clubs/programs. This information 
                                    is then passed on to the vice-president or any 
                                    other board member and is included in the 
                                    newsletter.  Contact a board member if you are
                                    interested in being the Nebraska State Coordinator.  

The university dining hall was open during meal breaks at the 2025 festival.  
Many dancers dined there and liked it.  You may want to try it and save a 
trip off campus during the 2026 festival.  It will give you more time to 
dance to the new callers who will be calling during meal breaks.  Watch for 
more information about which hall for the new callers.  New callers really 
will appreciate the opportunity to call for you and hear your words of 
encouragement.  They are the future of square dancing.  

Why not get a square together and show them that HASSDA loves to dance 
and supports new callers???

Plans are underway for the 2027 & 2028 HASSDA Festivals.  
Do you have a guess where HASSDA is going next?

Soon we will be looking for a facility for the 2029 & 2030 Festivals.  Does 
anyone know of a great, reasonably priced facility suitable for the HASSDA 
Festival?  Are there any clubs that would like to host the festival in their area?  
Contact a board member for more information.
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Arkansas
Stan Plummer
255 Forest Drive
Saint Joe, AR  72675-1231
660-621-3153
SPriverrat@gmail.com

Kansas
Maye Wegner
685 Newman Road
Havenville, KS  66432-9567
785-806-8314
MayeWegner@yahoo.com

Nebraska
Open

Iowa
Susan Lee
8016 Greenbelt Drive
Urbansale, IA  50322-1636
515-868-9429
RflxSue@aol.com

HASSDA

State Coordinators

Missouri
Kelly Bockover
2810 North Walrond Avenue
Kansas City, MO  64117-2525
816-678-2139
KJBockover1@yahoo.com

Carol Hershey
6620 NW Bougher Lane
Kansas City, MO  64151-2312
816-741-7019
bccHershey@yahoo.com

Oklahoma
Judy Tucker
19495 East 470 Road
Claremore, OK  74019-4188
918-694-8546
GymCityEola@msn.com

Associate States
Marilyn Berg
1682 South Evanston Street
Aurora, CO  80012-5776
303-337-7225
BergsDance@gmail.com

mailto:SPriverrat@gmail.com
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Who’s going to Waco, TX, in June 2026?  







Send flyers from our six-state region or 
surrounding states that you wish to share to 
HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com



There isn’t a flyer for the 
Oklahoma State Festival.  
The dates are 
November 8, 9, & 10th, 2026.



http://iowasquaredance.net/https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/

https://www.kansassquaredance.com/
index.html

https://www.squaredancemissouri.com/
Missouri/

https://www.squaredancene.org/ http://oksdf.org/index.htm

STATE PAGES



Your HASSDA Newsletter Editor wants your help updating the list of 
Single Square Dance Clubs and Single-friendly Clubs  Some clubs may 
have closed and there may be new clubs in the six HASSDA states and 
surrounding states.  According to some, clubs used to be single or 
couples and the two didn’t seem to mix with one another.  In the Tulsa 
area it seems like all the clubs welcome single dancers even though they 
are not designated as such.  Please let us know if this is the case in your 
area.  Send your club name, when you dance, where you dance, level of 
your dance, caller name, and a contact person and phone number so a 
visitor to your town can call and make sure you are dancing before they 
drive there.  Also, if you have flyers for special dances that are at least a 
couple of months out that would be great.  Please send  your email to 

HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com.  Look for your next 
HASSDA Newsletter in April.

mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
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