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NEW CALLERS NEEDED

Many in the square dance world say there is a need for new callers. Dana
Schirmer, who has been calling for close to 50 years, says that in the past
40 years, Kansas has seen a steady reduction of 80% in the number of
Kansas callers and in that same 40 years the number of clubs in Kansas has
also decreased 80%. He has been calling and doing lessons for three
mainstream clubs and calling for two plus/advance clubs, but knows there
will come a time that he will age out and must give up calling. He wants
square dancing to continue long after he must stop.

Mr. Schirmer has always encouraged new callers and knows how hard it is
for a new caller to start. Over the last few years, he has conducted caller’s
clinics to teach the basics of calling and the terminology and tried to act as
a guide to those wishing to learn to call. LastJune he started an Intro to
Calling Workshop for those interested in calling. He had ten potential new
callers show up who are between age 14 and in their 70s. He continued to
have a monthly workshop and various other experienced callers joined to
share their knowledge. He also encourages all new callers to attend a
caller’s school and since he had so many interested in calling, he thought it
was time to bring a caller’s school to Kansas to try to reduce the cost for
new callers. He approached Jerry Junck who had conducted caller’s
schools in Topeka in the past to bring another school here. Donors have
made it possible to secure the location for the school to help reduce the
cost for the new callers.

HASSDA would like to thank Mr. Schirmer and others who encourage and
invest their time in developing new callers. Give these new callers a
chance to call for you during the meal breaks at the 2026 HASSDA Festival.

Check out the flyer for Mr. Junck’s Kaw Valley Caller’s School if you, or
someone you know, is interested in calling.









HAVE YOU REGISTERED
FOR
HASSDA FESTIVAL 20267

HASSDA Festival 2026 host hotel will be LaQuinta Inn & Suites. The link
below will reserve the room for three nights, July 9-11 at the rate of
$109 plus tax. You can adjust the check in or check out day if you don’t
want the three days. If you have problems making the reservation you
may call them at 620.412.2763. The group code is HASSDA. Don’t wait
until the last minute to reserve as there are other events happening in
Emporia that weekend.

La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham
2930 Eaglecrest Drive
Emporia, KS 66801

https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkinDate=07/09/2026&checkOu
tDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA

Remember to bring a water bottle
to the festival. There are water
fountains located in the facility.



https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOutDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hotels/52864?checkInDate=07/09/2026&checkOutDate=07/12/2026&groupCode=HASSDA

July 10-11, 2026

ESU MEMORIAL UNION BALLROOM Mainstream
1331 MARKET STREET PLUS
EMPORIA, KANSAS “A”

www.HASSDAFestival.WeSquareDance.com

NICK HARTLEY DAN SAHLSTROM TIMTYL MITCHELL & CHELSEA
e e e e e e e e e e THOMPSON, cuer
' TRAIL END DANCE l
I Dan Sahlstrom, caller and cuer |
I JULY 9, 2026 (Thursday night) Anderson |
I Building on Lyon County Fairgrounds Hiway 50 I
I & Industrial Road, Emporia, KS i
I 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. $8 donation payable at the door I
Sponsored by Bluestem Swingers
b e e e e e e e e e e e e o )

Name Phone

Address City State Zip

Email

Individual registration - please check appropriate blanks: Square Dance Attire Admired, Not Required

Friday & Saturday All Events Prior to June 15, 2026 $40.00
Friday & Saturday All Events payable at the door $50.00 Cancellation Policy:
One Day/Night $30.00 = Full Refund will be given if cancellation notice
Individual Square/Round Dance Sessions $15.00 is received prior to June 15, 2026.
Total individual registration fees enclosed S = One-half Refund will be given for cancellation

between June 16 and July 1, 2026.

Dance registration provides a complimentary membership to HASSDA
- No Refund will be given for cancellation after

for adults (**18 years of age & up**) from August 1, 2026 to July 31, 2027.

(Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.) luly 1, 2026.
Make Checks Payable to: HASSDA Festival 2026 All requests for cancellation must be in writing
685 Newman Road or e-mail to HASSDA Festival Contact.

Havensville, KS 66432
Festival Contact: Maye Wegner ~785-806-8314 or HASSDA-FESTIVAL@wesquaredance.com

New Member Renewal Single Married Youth (under 18 = % price)

8/4/25



LODGING

Hotel/Motel

Address

Phone

America's Best Inn & Suites

3181 W US Hwy 50

Best Western

Budget Host Inn

Comfort Inn & Suites

Diligent Trailers Camping

Econolodge

Eleven Boutique Hotel

Emporia Inn

Emporia RV Park & Campground

Gufler Bed & Breakfast

Hampton Inn by Hilton

Holiday Inn Express

Knights Inn

La Quinta Inn & Suites

Lyon County Fairgrounds Camping

Mainstay Suites

Super 8

Travel Inn & Suites

3032 W US Hwy 50

620-342-7820

620-342-9700

620-343-6922

620-341-9393

620-342-6456

620-343-7750

786-709-3415

620-343-1240

620-343-3422

970-582-0207

620-412-9040

620-343-1111

620-342-7822

620-342-4445

620-343-5347

620-343-7756

620-342-7567

620-208-6663

HEART OF AMERICA SINGLES SQUARE DANCE ASSOCIATION FESTIVAL

THURSDAY ~ JULY 9, 2026

7:00 -9:30 PM | Trail End Dance with Dan Sahlstrom — Anderson Building, Lyon County Fairgrounds, Highway 50 & Industrial Road, Emporia, KS

FRIDAY -~ JULY 10, 2026

Time HALL A HALL B HALL C
9:30-11:30 AM INTRO TO HEX SQUARES with Dan Sahlstom CLOSED ROUND WORKSHOP/ Mitchell Thompson
MAINSTREAM / PLUS / ROUNDS (ALTERMATING)
1:00 - 4:00 PM Dan, Tim, Nick and Mitchell
SUPPER BREAK
SMOOTHIE* /[ROUNDS PLUS/PLUS DBD** ADVANCE
7:00 - 8:00 PM Tim Tyl/Mitchell Thompson - MIXER PROGRAM Nick Hartley (Plus) Dan Sahlstrom
8:00 -9:00 PM Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson Dan Sahlstrom (DBD**) Tim Tyl
9:00 - 10:00 PM Dan Sahlstrom Tim Tyl Mick Hartley
10:00 - 10:30 PM Dan, Tim, Nick and Mitchell CLOSED CLOSED
SATURDAY ~ JULY 11, 2026
Time HALL A HALL B HALL C
INTRO TO HEX SQUARES INTRO TO PLUS DED** INTRO TO ROUNDS
9:00 - 10:00 AM Dan Sahlstrom Tim Tyl Mitchell Thompson
INTRO TO PLUS INTRO TO ADVANCED ROUNDS WORKSHOP
10:00 - 11:00 AM Tim Tyl Nick Hartley Mitchell Thompson

HASSDA GENERAL MEETING, 11:00 to Noon — Location HALL C

LUNCH BREAK

SMOOTHIE* /ROUNDS PLUS/PLUS DBD** ADVANCE
1:00 - 2:00 PM Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson Dan Sahlstrom (DBD*¥*) Tim Tyl
2:00 - 3:00 PM Tim Tyl/Mitchell Thempson Nick Hartley (Plus) Dan Sahlstrom
3:00 - 4:00 PM Dan Sahlstrom/Mitchell Thompson Tim Tyl (Plus) Nick Hartley
SUPPER BREAK
6:00 - 6:45 PM Callers & Cuer will be available for pictures with dancers ~ Remember Saturday Night is always Red, White and Blue night at HASSDA!
SMOOTHIE* /ROUNDS PLUS/PLUS DBD** ADVANCE
645 PM ANNOUNCEMENTS CLOSED CLOSED
7:00-7:10 PM Dan, Tim, Nick and Mitchell CLOSED CLOSED
7:10 - 8:00 PM Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson - MIXER PROGRAM Dan Sahlstrom (Plus) Tim Tyl
8:00 -9:00 PM Dan Sahlstrom Tim Tyl/Mitchell Thompson Mick Hartley
{DBD**)
9:00 - 10:00 PM Tim Tyl Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson Dan Sahlstrom
(Plus)
10:00 - 10:30 PM Dan, Tim, Nick and Mitchell CLOSED CLOSED

* SMOOTHIE PROGRAM WILL BE 3 MAINSTREAM 1 PLUS WITH 1 ROUND or LINE BETWEEN SOME TIPS

**PLUS DBD (DANCING BY

DEFINITION) WILL BE ALTERNATING SESSIONS WITH PLUS LEVEL

8/4/25




The university dining hall was open during meal breaks at the 2025 festival.
Many dancers dined there and liked it. You may want to try it and save a
trip off campus during the 2026 festival. It will give you more time to
dance to the new callers who will be calling during meal breaks. Watch for
more information about which hall for the new callers. New callers really

will appreciate the opportunity to call for you and hear your words of
encouragement. They are the future of square dancing.

Why not get a square together and show them that HASSDA loves to dance
and supports new callers???

DO YOU LIVE IN NEBRASKA?
HASSDA needs a State Coordinator from Nebraska. What
does a State Coordinator do???? In addition to promoting
HASSDA and the annual HASSDA festival, State Coordinators
serve as the contact for their state for clubs that may be looking
for assistance/promotion in solo clubs/programs. This information
is then passed on to the vice-president or any
other board member and is included in the
newsletter. Contact a board member if you are
interested in being the Nebraska State Coordinator.

/Plans are underway for the 2027 & 2028 HASSDA Festivals. \
Do you have a guess where HASSDA is going next?

Soon we will be looking for a facility for the 2029 & 2030 Festivals. Does
anyone know of a great, reasonably priced facility suitable for the HASSDA
Festival? Are there any clubs that would like to host the festival in their area?
Contact a board member for more information. /




HASSDA Website

www.HASSDA.WeSquareDance.com

HASSDA
Board Members

President: Treasurer:

Maye Wegner Kelly Bockover

685 Newman Road 2810 North Walrond Avenue
Havensville, KS 66432 Kansas City, MO 64117-2525
785-806-8314 816-678-2139
HASSDA-President@ HASSDA-Treasurer@
WeSquareDance.com WeSquareDance.com
Vice-President: Historian:

Janet Morey Carol Hershey

2777 State Route P 6620 NW Bougher Lane
King City, MO 64463-9237 Kansas City, MO 64151-2312
660-483-0569 816-741-7019
HASSDA-VicePresident@ HASSDA-Historian@
WeSquareDance.com WeSquareDance.com
Secretary:

Newsletter Editor:
Vivian Frost

1315 W 8t Street
Coffeyville, KS 67337
HASSDA-Newsletter@
WeSquareDance.com

Brenda Mears

402 Exchange Street
Emporia, KS 66801-3818
620-344-2517
HASSDA-Secretary@
WeSquareDance.com



HASSDA
State Coordinators

Arkansas

Stan Plummer

255 Forest Drive

Saint Joe, AR 72675-1231
660-621-3153
SPriverrat@gmail.com

Kansas

Maye Wegner

685 Newman Road
Havenville, KS 66432-9567
785-806-8314
MayeWegner@yahoo.com

Nebraska

Dennis Robertson

23215 Havelock Avenue

Eagle, NE 68347

402-781-2208 dnnr66@cox.net

lowa

Susan Lee

8016 Greenbelt Drive
Urbansale, IA 50322-1636
515-868-9429
RflxSue@aol.com

Missouri

Kelly Bockover

2810 North Walrond Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64117-2525
816-678-2139
KJBockoverl@yahoo.com

Carol Hershey

6620 NW Bougher Lane
Kansas City, MO 64151-2312
816-741-7019
bccHershey@yahoo.com

Oklahoma

Judy Tucker

19495 East 470 Road
Claremore, OK 74019-4188
918-694-8546
GymCityEola@msn.com

Associate States

Marilyn Berg

1682 South Evanston Street
Aurora, CO 80012-5776
303-337-7225
BergsDance@gmail.com



mailto:SPriverrat@gmail.com
mailto:MayeWegner@yahoo.com
mailto:RflxSue@aol.com
mailto:KJBockover1@yahoo.com
mailto:bccHershey@yahoo.com
mailto:GymCityEola@msn.com
mailto:BergsDance@gmail.com

Who’s going to Waco, TX, in June 20267









Send flyers from our six-state region or
surrounding states that you wish to share to
HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com



There isn’t a flyer for the
Oklahoma State Festival.
The dates are

November 8, 9, & 10th, 2026.



STATE PAGES

https://www.arkansassquaredance.com/ http://iowasquaredance.net/

https://www.kansassquaredance.com/  https://www.squaredancemissouri.com/
index.html Missouri/

https://www.squaredancene.org/ http://oksdf.org/index.htm



Your HASSDA Newsletter Editor wants your help updating the list of
Single Square Dance Clubs and Single-friendly Clubs Some clubs may
have closed and there may be new clubs in the six HASSDA states and
surrounding states. According to some, clubs used to be single or
couples and the two didn’t seem to mix with one another. In the Tulsa
area it seems like all the clubs welcome single dancers even though they
are not designated as such. Please let us know if this is the case in your
area. Send your club name, when you dance, where you dance, level of
your dance, caller name, and a contact person and phone number so a
visitor to your town can call and make sure you are dancing before they
drive there. Also, if you have flyers for special dances that are at least a
couple of months out that would be great. Please send your email to
HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com. Look for your next
HASSDA Newsletter in April.



mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
mailto:HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
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