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Stephen Bean shares some thoughts
about dancing at HASSDA Festivals,

We don’t want this to everend . ..

Were we: (A) Relaxing on a beach; (B) On a cruise;
(C) Taking in the mountain view beside a babbling
stream; or (D) Boxing the gnat at the annual HASSDA
festival?

D —the ANSWER IS D!

Okay, E- All of the above. I'll give you that one, but there is no credit for any answer that
doesn’t include D.

If you didn’t get the right answer, what is the matter with you? Oh, | know — YOU’VE NOT
BEEN TO HASSDA. Why the heck not? Hmmmmm.

The usual excuses:

“I don’t have a partner.” — It’s the Heart of American SINGLE Square Dance Association —
SINGLE — Not having a partner is right in the name. It’s actually planned for and around
people with no partners and there are plenty of other singles — men and women —to
dance with.

“I'm not single” — Okay, that’s what we thought. We thought it would be weird to show
up as a married couple, but our single friends insisted we’d be welcome and WOW were
we. There were a ton of other couples there. The more the merrier. More couples meant
more squares for the singles to dance in. AND, | got to make a lady cry when | stepped in
to fill a square so she could dance. One of the most genuine expressions of appreciation
I’d ever experienced and started my wife and | on a mission of watching to make sure
EVERYBODY was dancing. That included learning the other part and making us BETTER
DANCERS. When you check in, they’ll give you a ribbon inviting people to dance with
you. You CAN do the asking, but you won’t have to. Lots of singles looking to dance.

“I won’t know anybody” — We were pretty comfortable in our home field. Living in KC,
we had a lot of dance opportunities within our hour range. To travel out of state, four
hours away seemed like a stretch. A little scary. Then we walked in the lobby door and
dancers we knew yellow rocked us and introduced us to dancers we didn’t. We've
traveled to festivals around the country and NEVER knew anybody, not that it matters.
We always leave with new friends.



“We’re not good enough dancers, maybe next year.” — All the lessons in the world will
NOT make you a better dancer. You know how to become a better dancer? DANCE! And
dancing is what HASSDA is all about and not just dancing in your “comfort zone” of
familiar callers, but stretching yourself just a little — or a lot. There are few other places
you can dance to THREE national callers in one place, Thursday evening, all day and
evening BOTH Friday and Saturday. A LOT of dancing! And dancing with a lot of great
dancers who will love helping you get better. AND, they have a “Smoothie Hall” for new
dancers who aren’t ready for extra challenges — yet.

There is no better way to improve your dancing than dancing as much as possible to as
many different callers as possible. As great as our local callers are, national callers are
full time entertainers. Their living demands that they shake things up and keep them
interesting. They draw larger crowds so more squares and better dancers. Those better
dancers will lift you up with them. | always tell new dancers to let us know and we’ll be
sure to help you. Experienced dancers LOVE having new dancers take up our activity
and we love helping you through a square and will offer advice to new dancers. Wear
your “newbie” proudly. You’ve made it through classes. You’re taking chances. You're
putting yourself out there. OWN IT. We have ALL been there. I've crashed more squares
than | can count.

“I'm not sure I’'m up to it physically” — Sure you are. It’s basically walking to a rhythm in
a pattern. However, you HAVE TO PACE YOURSELF. That’s on you. HASSDA is a LOT of
dancing. Unlike your local dances, there are not the 10 minute breaks between tips. It’s
pretty much dance a tip, reset, regroup and square up. Dance as much as you want or
can. Thursday night’s Trail End dance will warm you up for dancing all day and evening
both Friday and Saturday. TONS of dancing, regardless of your skill level. Just pace
yourself. | showed up for lessons with an oxygen tank on my back and a broken hip. |
was soon able to shed the oxygen and am managing the hip. | feel 10 years YOUNGER
since we started dancing. It’s the fountain of youth.

“It’s so far away” — This year’s festival is at Emporia State University, in Emporia, KS,
pretty much dead center in the middle of the “Midwest” HASSDA region. For nearly
everybody, it’s a few hours of good highway driving. | doubt there are any other
festivals within a few hours that will bring you THREE NATIONAL CALLERS, a mainstream
hall, plus hall and advanced hall, as well as round dancing in one place. It’s not that far
and a big part of the adventure is meeting other dancers from around the country and
enjoying non-dance time over a meal. A few hours drive for something you won’t want
to end? Well worth it.



“I’'m not sure it’s worth the time and travel. Have you seen the price of gas?” — YES, |
HAVE and it’s 100% worth it. My wife and | attended our first small festival a couple
weeks after graduating. We were TERRIBLE, but learned so much from a weekend of
dancing, instead of one dance a week. A year later, we’d just finished plus classes when
we went to our first HASSDA festival. Again, we were terrible. | know | was the weak link
in our class (again). We had our doubts. By the end of the weekend, we’d danced more
plus tips than we could have danced in 6 months and we were bona fide plus dancers.
Our classmates were honestly shocked at the improvement. Many dancers only get a
couple chances a month to dance at all, even less for plus. The HASSDA festival is
fabulous for “burning in” those skills you know, but haven’t got to polish. Confidence
will change everything about your dance experience.

Stop looking for a reason NOT TO COME and start working out how you’re going to
make it. Pace yourself. Dance all you want. Meet new friends. Become a better dancer.
It’ll end too soon on Saturday night and Sunday you can soak your feet and start
planning for next year. You'll be back. We’'ll see you there. Look me up. We’'ll dance a tip
with you.

June 15t js the deadline for your
HASSDA registration at the reduced
price. The price will rise to $50 so
hurry and get your registrations in the
mail.



HAVE YOU REGISTERED
AND RESERVED YOUR
ROOM FOR
HASSDA FESTIVAL 20267

HASSDA Festival 2026 host hotel will be LaQuinta Inn & Suites. The link
below will reserve the room for three nights, July 9-11 at the rate of
$109 plus tax. You can adjust the check in or check out day if you don’t
want the three days. If you have problems making the reservation you
may call them at 620.412.2763. The group code is HASSDA. Don’t wait
until the last minute to reserve as there are other events happening in
Emporia that weekend.

La Quinta Inn & Suites by Wyndham
2930 Eaglecrest Drive
Emporia, KS 66801

Remember to bring a water bottle
to the festival. There are water
fountains located in the facility.







LODGING

HoteliMotel Address Phone
America's Bast Inn & Sutes 181 W US Hwy 50 E20-242-7820
Best Wesiem 2838 W 18th Ave 520-342.8700
Budget Host Inn ‘ 1830 US Hwy 80 B20.243.86822
Comdart Inn & Sultes 2921'W 18th Ave 620.241.6393
Daligent Trailers Camping 1521 Rd 175 G20-242.6456
Econalodga 2511 W 181th Ave G20 243.7750
Eleven Boutigue Hotel 3021 W US Hwy 50 185.108.2415
Emporia Inn 2630 W 18th Ave 620.243.1240
Emgeria RV Park & Campground &601 W US Hwy 50 620.343.3422
Fairfield by Mariott 3010 Eaglecrest Drve 620.891.7500
Gufier Bed & Breakfast 612 W 12th Ave Sr0.c82.0207
Hamptcn lnn by Hiban _ 2900 Eaglecrest Drive 520.412.8020
Holiday Inn Express ' 3007 'W 181h Ave E20-2431111
Krights Inn JBAWUS Hwy 50 B20-242-T822
La Quinta Inn & Sukes 2930 Eagecrest Drive B20.342.4445
Lyon Caunty Fargrouncs Camping 2700'W US'W Hwy 80 620.243.5347
Mainstay Sukes 2602 Candlewcod Drve B20-243. 7756
Super B 2913'WUS Hwy 50 G20-24 2. 7567
Travel inn & Suiles 3032 W US Hwy 50 G20- 2086563




NEW

2026 HASSDA FESTIVAL
SCHEDULE

HEART OF AMERICA SINGLES SQUARE DANCE ASSOCIATION FESTIVAL

THURSDAY ~ JULY 9, 2026

Trail End Dance with Dan Sahlstrom — Anderson Building, Lyon County Fairgrounds, Highway 50 & Industrial Road, Emporia, KS

7:00-9:30 PM_ |
FRIDAY ~ JULY 10, 2026
Time HALL A HALL B HALL C
9:30-11:30 AM CLOSED INTRO TO HEX SQUARES with Dan Sahlstrom ROUND WORKSHOP/ Mitchell
MAINSTREAM LEVEL Thompson
1:00 - 4:.00 PM CLOSED MAINSTREAM / PLUS / ROUNDS (ALTERNATING) CLOSED
Dan, Tim, Nick, and Mitchell
SUPPER BREAK — DANCE WITH THE NEW CALLERS IN HALL B
SMOOTHIE®*/ROUNDS PLUS/PLUS DBD** ADVANCE
7:00-8:00 PM Tim Tyl/Mitchell Thompson - MIXER Nick Hartley (Plus) Dan Sahlstrom
PROGRAM
8:00-5:00 PM Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson Dan Sahlstrom (DBD**) Tim Tyl
5:00 - 10:00 PM Dan Sahlstrom Tim Tyl (Plus) Nick Hartley
10:00 - 10:30 PM Dan, Tim, Nick, and Mitchell CLOSED CLOSED
SATURDAY ~ JULY 11, 2026
Time HALL A HALL B HAILL C
INTRO TO HEX SQUARES -_PILIS LEVEL INTRO TO PLUS DBD** INTRO TO ROUNDS
9:00 - 10:00 AM Dan Sahlstrom Tim Tyl Mitchell Thompson
INTRO TO PLUS INTRO TO ADVANCED ROUNDS WORKSHOP
10:00 - 11:00 AM Tim Tyl Nick Hartley Mitchell Thompson

HASSDA GENERAL MEETING. 11:00 to Noon — Location HALL C

LUNCH BREAK — DANCE WITH THE NEW CALLERS IN HALL B

SMOOTHIE®* /ROUNDS PLUS/PLUS DBD** ADVANCE
1:00 - 2:00 PM Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson Dan Sahlstrom (PLUS) Tim Tyl
2:00- 3:00 PM Tim Tyl/Mitchell Thompsaon Nick Hartley (DBD*¥) Dan Sahlstrom
3:00 - 4:00 PM Dan Sahlstrom/Mitchell Thompson Tim Tyl (Plus) Nick Hartley
SUPPER BREAK — DANCE WITH THE NEW CALLERS IN HALL B
6:00 - 6:45 PM | Callers & Cuer will be available for pictures with dancers ~ Remember Soturday Night is always Red, White, and Blue night at HASSDA!
SMOOTHIE*/ROUNDS PLUS/PLUS DBD** ADVANCE
6:45 PM ANNOUNCEMENTS CLOSED CLOSED
7.00-710PM Dan, Tim, Nick, and Mitchell CLOSED CLOSED
7:10 - 8:00 PM Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson - Dan Sahlstrom (Plus) Tim Tyl
MIXER PROGRAM
8:00 - 9:00 PM Dan Sahlstrom Tim Tyl/Mitchell Thompson (DBD**) Nick Hartley
5:00 - 10:00 PM Tim Tyl Nick Hartley/Mitchell Thompson (Plus) Dan Sahlstrom
CLOSED

10:00 - 10:30 PM

Dan, Tim, Nick, and Mitchell

CLOSED

* SMOOTHIE PROGRAM WILL BE 3 MAINSTREAM 1 PLUS WITH 1 ROUND or LINE BETWEEN SOME TIPS

##pLUS DBD (DANCING BY DEFINITION) WILL BE ALTERMATING SESSIONS WITH PLUS LEVEL




For 2026, HASSDA is trying
something new to increase
dancing opportunities for our
single dancers. We are
encouraging (strictly voluntary)
all of our COUPLED DANCERS
to "donate" ONE TIP to a single
dancer. Just one tip (Unless you
want to do more of course.)

To facilitate this, tell them at
the registration desk you'd like
to "Be A Star" and they'll give
you a large, gold star sticker to
put on your shirt that means
"I'm happy to dance with you if
you ask." You'll also get a small
gold star to put on your ribbon

to show off that "You're a star!" That's it. If somebody asks you
to dance (at your dance level of course), just say "I'd love to." If
that tip isn't your level, don't reject them, just dance the next
one. When you're done "Starring", just take off your big star and
you're done. That's it. One tip. We think you'll find it rewarding

for everybody.

The HASSDA Board would like to thank Stephen Bean for the
suggestion as well as providing the artwork and explanation for

how his idea should work.



Single dancers —

HASSDA is trying a new program
this year to increase your dancing
opportunities. A number of
coupled dancers have said they
would be happy to dance a tip
with a single if asked. Look for the
large GOLD STAR and ask away.
They'll say yes. No need to check
with their partner. It’s all set. Just
ask. Dance. And thank them an
extra time for Being a Star. There's
no need to sit out because you
can’t find a partner. We're ALL
here for the dance so ASK

and DANCE.

Solos WIN A FREE REGISTRATION!

Dance with the most (different) square dance partners and win a free
registration to next year’s festival!

Details and Forms will be available at the registration desk!

PARTNERED COUPLES ALWAYS WELCOME!

“SMOQOTHIE HALL” ??

The “Smoothie Hall” is designed for the NEW Dancer or the Dancer that enjoys
a more relaxed dance experience.






Plans are underway for the 2027 & 2028 HASSDA Festivals
at the Riverfront Community Center in Leavenworth, KS.

https://www.leavenworthks.gov/parksrec/page/riverfro
nt-community-center

HASSDA Festivals will be
July 29-31, 2027 and July 27-29, 2028.

[ )

Soon we will be looking for a facility for the 2029 & 2030 Festivals. Does
anyone know of a great, reasonably priced facility suitable for the HASSDA
Festival? Are there any clubs that would like to host the festival in their area?
Contact a board member for more information.

- J
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Why do dancers keep coming
to the HASSDA Festival year
after year once they have tried
one festival?

We wanted to find out so we
asked. Meet Oklahoma square
dancer, Judy Tucker.

Judy’s parents were square dancers
and she took square dance lessons
when she was in the fifth grade..
She quit dancing for about 40 years
and then saw ads about lessons
being given in Claremore, OK.

There were just three lessons remaining when she checked on them. They told her
it was too late to join the class, but she paid the fee anyway and danced just fine.
She has been dancing ever since then and is currently taking Challenge 1 lessons.
She is a member of Will Rogers Squares in Claremore, OK, but dances at most of the
Tulsa area dances.

Judy isn’t sure how she heard about HASSDA, but she knows that the first HASSDA
Festival she attended was in Midwest City, OK. She likes to go to HASSDA because
everybody has fun whether they are single or have a partner.

Judy loved attending SSDUSA (Single Square Dancers USA) before it closed and goes
to the Labor Day weekend in Paris, TX, WASCA in Washington, DC, and to the
National Convention. Judy is hoping to see you in a square at this year’s festival.

Judy’s most interesting square dance story is when she met a couple of military guys
at WASCA; she had breakfast and went sightseeing with them. She said they were
great guides.

Judy says to get out on the floor and dance. Don’t just sit there, have some fun.

If you would like to share why you like the HASSDA Festival please send an email to
HASSDA-newsletter@WeSquareDance.com.



mailto:HASSDA-newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
mailto:HASSDA-newsletter@WeSquareDance.com
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Who is out promoting HASSDA?
Send us a picture to share.

HASSDA Board visited
the Bluestem Swingers
in Emporia on April 25,

4 N

We have learned that the university dining hall will not
be open during the HASSDA Festival as we had hoped.
We still hope that some of you will get a square
together to dance to new callers during the meal
breaks in Hall B. Let our new callers know that

kHASSDA supports them. /




HASSDA Website

www.HASSDA . WeSquareDance.com

HASSDA Facebook

www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1000647
54643812

HASSDA
Board Members

President: Treasurer:

Maye Wegner Kelly Bockover

685 Newman Road 2810 North Walrond Avenue
Havensville, KS 66432 Kansas City, MO 64117-2525
785-806-8314 816-678-2139
HASSDA-President@ HASSDA-Treasurer@
WeSquareDance.com WeSquareDance.com
Vice-President: Historian:

Janet Morey Carol Hershey

2777 State Route P 6620 NW Bougher Lane
King City, MO 64463-9237 Kansas City, MO 64151-2312
660-483-0569 816-741-7019
HASSDA-VicePresident@ HASSDA-Historian@
WeSquareDance.com WeSquareDance.com
Secretary:

Newsletter Editor:
Vivian Frost

1315 W 8t Street
Coffeyville, KS 67337
HASSDA-Newsletter@
WeSquareDance.com

Brenda Mears

402 Exchange Street
Emporia, KS 66801-3818
620-344-2517
HASSDA-Secretary@
WeSquareDance.com


http://www.hassda.wesquaredance.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064754643812
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064754643812

HASSDA
State Coordinators

Arkansas

Stan Plummer

255 Forest Drive

Saint Joe, AR 72675-1231
660-621-3153
SPriverrat@gmail.com

Kansas

Maye Wegner

685 Newman Road
Havenville, KS 66432-9567
785-806-8314
MayeWegner@yahoo.com

Nebraska

Dennis Robertson
23215 Havelock Avenue
Eagle, NE 68347
402-781-2208
dnnr66@cox.net

lowa

Susan Lee

8016 Greenbelt Drive
Urbansale, IA 50322-1636
515-868-9429
RflxSue@aol.com

Missouri

Kelly Bockover

2810 North Walrond Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64117-2525
816-678-2139
KJBockoverl@yahoo.com

Carol Hershey

6620 NW Bougher Lane
Kansas City, MO 64151-2312
816-741-7019
bccHershey@yahoo.com

Oklahoma

Judy Tucker

19495 East 470 Road
Claremore, OK 74019-4188
918-694-8546
GymCityEola@msn.com

Associate States

Marilyn Berg

1682 South Evanston Street
Aurora, CO 80012-5776
303-337-7225
BergsDance@gmail.com
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Who’s going to Waco?



From The National
Convention May Magazine



Are you a single dancer
headed to Nationals?



Send flyers from our six-state region or
surrounding states that you wish to share to
HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com






STATE PAGES

www.ArkansasSquareDance.com www.iowaSquareDance.net

www.KansasSquareDance.com  www.MissouriSquareDance.com

www.SquareDanceNE.org www.oksdf.org


http://www.iowasquaredance.net/
http://www.arkansassquaredance.com/
http://www.kansassquaredance.com/
http://www.squaredancene.org/
http://www.oksdf.org/
http://www.missourisquaredance.com/

Your HASSDA Newsletter Editor wants your help updating the list of
Single Square Dance Clubs and Single-friendly Clubs Some clubs may
have closed and there may be new clubs in the six HASSDA states and
surrounding states. According to some, clubs used to be single or
couples and the two didn’t seem to mix with one another. In the Tulsa
area it seems like all clubs welcome single dancers even though they are
not designated as such. Please let us know if this is the case in your area.
Send your club's name, when you dance, where you dance, level of your
dance, caller name, and a contact person and phone number so a visitor
to your town can call and make sure you are dancing before they drive
there. Also, if you have flyers for special dances that are at least a couple
of months out that would be great. Please send your email to
HASSDA-Newsletter@WeSquareDance.com. Look for your next
HASSDA Newsletter in August.
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